Members of the family Epimeriidae are reported in Australian waters for the first time and Epimeria rafaeli sp. nov. is described from deep water just south of the Abrolhos Island, Western Australia.
Introduction
The family Epimeriidae Boeck, 1871 currently contains six genera: Actinacanthus Stebbing, 1888; Epimeria Costa, 1851; Metepimeria Schellenberg, 1931; Paramphithoe Bruzelius, 1859; and Uschakoviella Gurjanova, 1955. Epimeria, the most widespread and speciose genus, contains 53 species (Table 1) : 26 in Antarctica (De Broyer et al. 2007 , Coleman 2007 , Lörz 2008 , Lörz & Coleman 2009 , Lörz et al. 2007 , 2011 ; 13 in the North and South Pacific Ocean (Winfield et al. 2013 , Lörz & Coleman, 2014 ; 11 in the North and South Atlantic Ocean (Norway [G.O. Sars, 1895]), including one in the North Polar Sea and two in the Mediterranean Sea (Stephensen 1938 , Christodoulou et al. 2013 ; two in the Indian Ocean (Ledoyer 1986 , this paper); and one from the subantarctic Macquarie Ridge (Lörz 2012) .
Epimeriids have never been reported in waters close to the Australian Mainland. In 2005 the first specimens from deep water were collected just south of the Abrolhos Island, Western Australia. We describe the new species, Epimeria rafaeli, here. 
